Faster 2024 Newsletter

25 McCabe

NN

EDUCATIONAL TRUST




2024 is going to be a
challenging year for MET
partner projects

Up until October last year around 75% of
McCabe travellers were visiting the Holy
Land on pilgrimage. For the last six months
this has been impossible and looks like
remaining difficult for some time to come.

Most McCabe pilgrims donate to the Trust
and also visit either Jeel al Amal Boys
Home or Al Shurooq School for the
Visually Handicapped on their pilgrimage.
With no travel to the Holy Land, these life-
changing visits have stopped. MET income
has halved, but the needs of the children
we support have doubled.

MET trustees met at Easter and instigated
a series of fundraising initiatives with the
aim of increasing support to our key Holy
Land projects in their greatest hour of
need.

We are encouraging friends to become
regular donors - standing orders help us
maintain planned giving. Please consider a
standing order to help us fulfil regular
grants. Email Alistair and we will send you
the paperwork.

Each of our ten trustees has pledged to
raise funds with an individual sponsored
event. We appreciate the urgency and
scale of need and we will do our bit.

In the autumn MET will participate in
‘Wills Week’ where supporters will be
given the opportunity to have a lawyer
draw up their will at a much reduced cost.
Leaving a legacy to MET will help ensure
life-giving regular grants continue.

We are grateful for the loyal support of
McCabe Travel. Not only does the
company provide an annual grant to fully
cover MET administration costs, but it is
undertaking a major fundraising initiative
in co-operation with many of the parishes
that regularly travel on pilgrimage to the
Holy Land.

This year is undoubtedly the most difficult
in the 30 plus year history of the McCabe
Educational Trust and of our partner
projects in the Holy Land. On their behalf, |
thank you for being a part of our team as
we endeavour to rise to the extreme
challenges facing them today.

The Very Revd Geoffrey Marshall
Vice Chair MET



Easter at Jeel and Al Shurooq

MET Trustee, Natasha Nahhas visited Jeel
and Al Shurooq and gives us an insight to
how difficult life is.

Jeel al Amal boys home in Bethany is
currently home to 51 boys in the boarding
section with 230 boys and girls attending
the day school. The kindergarten has 74
children. In total, Jeel has 35 staff members
with monthly running costs in the region of
£17,000.

The only regular income Jeel receives is the
annual grant of £48,000 from MET. In
addition, last year MET contributed
£37,000 for capital projects which have
reduced costs and increased sustainability.
Solar panels reduced the electricity bill by
95% and the new MET funded water cistern
ensures regular clean water. The rest of the
budget is hand to mouth and ever more
difficult to raise without visitors seeing and
contributing to the work. The Palestinian
local authority are no longer able to help in
any way. The biggest financial problem is
salaries, even though many staff accept half
or nothing until funds become available.

Jeel had an excellent psychologist from
Bethlehem who is unable to visit because
of the war. Four volunteers also used to
come and help the boys deal with their
difficult emotions. They too are missed.
Psychologists are very much needed now as
the war has increased the stress on the
children.

Najwa’s ‘Wish List” includes many things we
would regard as basics. Because of the war
food is scarce and expensive. Mattresses in
the dorms need replacing and medicine,

stationery, board games and computers
need upgrading. Sports equipment, desks
and chairs need replacing and classrooms
need painting. The library needs new books
as the existing ones are worn out through
multiple use - maybe this can be a priority
for McCabe travellers when pilgrimage
resumes.

In Bethlehem, at the Al Shurooq School for
the Visually Handicapped, 34 children are
now resident looked after by 24 staff
members. Children used to go home at the
weekends, but for financial and safety
reasons they stay in the school all week.

The financial situation is dire. Allowances
from the Palestinian Authority have
completely stopped, with all available
funding going to Gaza. Parental
contributions have also dried up. Many
parents worked in Israel, but now, because
of the war, they are not allowed to enter
Israel, depriving them of their livelihood.

The MET annual grant of £48,000 is
currently Al Shurooq'’s only reliable source
of income. Director Hanan writes, “your
help not only keeps our work going but also
brings hope to the lives of the children and
families we serve. Thank you for your
quarterly contributions which have allowed
us to keep paying our committed staff.”

Our thoughts are with Najwa in Bethany

and Hanan in Bethlehem and we pray for
peace, justice and hope for our friends in
the Holy Land.



The McCabe Educational Trust

MET is at the heart of McCabe Travel. Now in its 32nd year, and with the support of so
many travellers, we have given more than £4.3 million pounds in grants to our partner
projects.

We aim to give 75% of available funds to two long-standing partners, the Jeel al Amal
Boys Home in Bethany and the Al Shurooq School for the Visually Disabled in
Bethlehem. The remaining 25% is given to other projects approved by our Trustees.
Top of the list for 2024 are the Princess Basma hospital in Jerusalem, the Bethlehem
Rehabilitation Centre, Jordan Deaf School, Dadhuwa school in Nepal and Dr Graham’s
Homes in India.

The administrative costs of the Trust are contributed by McCabe Travel, so every
penny donated is sent without deduction to the projects we support.

GRANTS AWARDED IN 2023
For comparison, grants given in 2021 and 2022 are also shown below

2023 2022 2021
Jeel al Amal Boys Home, Bethany 85,738 73,471 74,913
Al Shurooq School, Bethlehem 48,500 48,450 49,597
Dr Graham's Homes, India 11,600 16,800 7,800
Dadhuwa School, Nepal 13,450 15,392 8,350
Biliki children’s project, Georgia 10,538
Bethlehem Rehabilitation Centre 3,000 5,000 6,300
Jerusalem Princess Basma Hospital 1,000 5,000 2,018
Deaf School in Jordan 2,000 5,000
Anand Niwas Boys Home, India 12,000
Bethlehem Christmas Gift 17,780

Total grants given during each year £183,068 £179,651 £160,978

You can donate online via the MET section 12 Wyatt Drive, London SW13 8AA
on the McCabe website or send a cheque alistair-mccabe@outlook.com
payable to The McCabe Educational Trust. www.mccabe-travel.co.uk
Please consider a Standing Order. Registered Charity No:1020058

Remembering MET in your Will would be a

life-changi ture.
ife-changing gesture Py

25 McCabe

N4

Do contact Alistair McCabe, Trust
Administrator at any time.
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