
ST FRANCIS  
AND ASSISI 

McCabe Pilgrimages  

23rd - 29th October 2010 

Led by Father Damian Porter 
An autumn pilgrimage to the Umbrian town of Assisi 



    

 

   ST FRANCIS & ASSISI 
   Led by Father Damian Porter 
 

            23rd - 29th October 2010 
 
Our visit to Assisi,  the city of Francis, is intended to be both a 
pilgrimage and a holiday.  We will spend t ime walking the streets 
that Francis walked and visit ing Franciscan sites and churches.   
We have also le isure t ime for leisure in a relaxed There wil l also  
be excursions further afield to Spoleto, Gubbio and Orvieto.  On 
our pilgr image we will balance the week with daily acts of  
worship and t ime for contemplation and prayer.  
 

Umbrians, Romans, Lombards and Byzantines have all left their 
footprints on the city of Assisi, but it  was the great adventure of 
St. Francis, which formed it into what it  is today.  We shall travel 
with Francis from his boyhood haunts to churches such as San Damiano and St. Mary of the Angels.  We will  
visit too the places where he retired to pray alone and the great Basilica, which contains his tomb.  
 

We want our pilgrimage to capture something of the spirit  of Francis and to help us to learn more about this man 
whose life of simplicity, love and joy was so infectious that even today thousands of people are still inspired by  
his way of following Christ. 

 
TOUR INFORMATION 

The cost of this tour is £1,075 per person sharing a twin-bedded room.  Our 
accommodation in Assisi is at the Dal Moro Hotel, very close by the 
Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli.  The tour is on half-board basis with 
continental breakfast and evening meal included daily.  Touring is in air-
conditioned coaches with guide and entrance fees included.  Also included 
in the basic price is British air passenger duty and all other airport 
taxes.  Flights are on the chartered services of J2 between Manchester 
Airport to Rome.   
 

The only extra that will be added to your invoice is the insurance premium of £29, unless you have your own 
comprehensive cover.   You should also budget on an amount of £20 for the group gratuity fund (to be 
distributed by the tour leader during your tour).  Some single rooms are available at a supplementary charge of 
£135.  Please, however, see our note 'Travelling Alone' overleaf.  Any special requests should be printed on the 
booking form.  A deposit is payable now with the balance due eight weeks prior to departure. 
 
 

TO MAKE A RESERVATION 
 
 

 
To reserve your place on this tour please complete the enclosed booking form and send it, with a deposit of £100 
plus the insurance premium of £29 (cheques payable to ‘McCabe Pilgrimages’), to:   

Father Damian Porter 
St Oswald’s Vicarage 

Main Street 
Warton, Carnforth LA5 9PG  

 

Tel: (01524) 732946        Email: fatherd@btinternet.com�



SATURDAY 23rd October  MANCHESTER TO ROME 
Fly from Manchester airport to Rome with J2.  Flight LS791 
departs at 0650 hours and arrives at 1050 hours. On arrival we 
drive to Assisi, via Greccio where St Francis, after a 
pilgrimage to Bethlehem, organised the first enactment of the 
nativity in order that this essential Christian trust would be 
conveyed as clearly as possible.  In Assisi we stay at the Dal 
Moro Hotel for six nights. 
 
SUNDAY  ASSISI & SPOLETO 

We begin our 
S u nd a y  b y 
celebrating our 
own Eucharist  
within the walls 
of the monastery 
of St Francis.   
We then drive 
into the beautiful  
c o u n t r y s i d e 
s u r r o u n d i n g 

Assisi.  We will see the “ preaching to the birds” site and visit 
the attractive town of Spoleto. Highlights here include the 
cathedral and the 12th-century Church of Sant’Eufemia.   
Other stops include Fonte-Colombo where Francis' temples 
were cauterised. 
 
MONDAY  ASSISI 

Today we begin 
our exploration 
of Assisi.  We 
have a leisurely 
visit to the 
m a g n i f i c e n t  
Basilica of St 
Francis which 
dominates the 
local landscape.  

There are three levels to this building and we will explore 
thoroughly.  After a break for lunch, we start the afternoon at  
St Francis Piccolo, the birthplace of St Francis, and then visit 
the Basilicia of St Clare where the original San Damiano 
cruci fix can be seen.   
 

T U E S D A Y 
ASSISI 
We visit the 
Hermitage of the 
Carceri, a most 
beauti fu l Holy 
Place in the hills 
above Ass is i , 
where Francis used 
to escape to.  We 

celebrate the Eucharist at the outside altar.  We then visit 
the little church of San Damiano which was the first of the 
churches to be repaired by St Francis.  This later became the 
home of Clare and her sisters. This afternoon there is the 
opportunity to enjoy some free time in Assisi.  
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY  ST MARIA DELGI ANGELI & GUBBIO 
We start our day at the Church of St Maria delgi Angeli, 
built around the oratory where St Francis founded his order 
and close to where he died.  We then drive to the northern 
Umbrian medieval town of Gubbio.  Here visits include the 
Piazza Grande (main square), the Palazzo dei Consili (town 
hall), the Church of S an Francesco and the Roman theatre.   
In the evening, we retu rn to the Church of St Maria degli 
Angeli for evening prayer. 
 
THURSDAY  ORVIETO 

We drive south 
today to Orvieto 
perched high on 
a cli ff edge and 
once one of the 
chief cities of 
Etruscan times.  
We take the 
f u n i c u l a r 
railway up to 

this medieval city to visit its impressive Gothic cathedral. 
After a leisurely break for lunch and the opportunity to look 
around the shops at the lovely local pottery and famous 
Orvieto wine, we drive back to Assisi. 
 
FRIDAY 29th October  HOMEWARD BOUND 
An early start as we leave Assisi and drive to Rome airport. 
Our return J2 flight LS792 departs Rome at 1135 arriving 
Manchester at 1340. 

       DRAFT DAILY PROGRAMME 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TRAVEL TO ITALY 
 
 
 

McCABE PILGRIMAGES 
Our pilgrimage is being organised in association with McCabe Pilgrimages.  A company well-known in church circles and 
recognised as Britain’s foremost religious tour operator.  Now celebrating its 25th anniversary, McCabes have been responsible 
for organising hundreds of parish pilgrimages to the Bible Lands with parishes from all over Britain.  As well as Italy, in Europe 
McCabes cover Spain (Santiago), Greece, Turkey and (in 2010) Oberammergau.  Further afield, specialit ies include Israel and 
Palestine, Jordan, Egypt and Syria.  The company is a member of ABTA and is fully bonded with the Civil Aviation Authority.   
 

TRAVELLING ALONE 
Many of our passengers travel alone and object to expensive single room supplements. McCabe Pilgrimages will accept 
individual bookings on a 'guaranteed share' basis.  We charge the basic price and accommodate you with a person of the same 
sex also requesting shared accommodation.  If we do not find someone to share with you, you will be accommodated in a single 
room at only 50% of the usual single room supplement. For single travellers who do require single accommodation this should 
be requested when booking and, if available, the normal supplement will be payable. 
 

PASSPORTS, VISAS AND HEALTH 
Please ensure that your passport is valid for at least six months after the t ime of this pilgrimage.  If you need a new passport 
apply early as there can be considerable backlogs at the passport offices.  If you are holding a non-British passport, or require 
further advice, please consult the McCabe office.  No inoculations are required.  We, however, do advise you to consult your 
doctor regarding your own personal requirements. 
 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
McCabe will arrange comprehensive travel insurance cover for each passenger unless otherwise indicated on the booking form.  
We have negotiated the premium (see ‘Tour Information’ section inside for rate) which as well as offering full medical and 
baggage cover also gives cover against loss of deposits.  Cover is arranged by Preferential Insurance Services Ltd and is 
underwritten by Optimum Underwrit ing Limited as underwrit ing agents for Groupama Insurance Company Limited – each 
aforementioned organisation is authorised and regulated by The Financial Services Authority (FSA).  The policy wording sets 
out full details of cover and will be sent to you with your confirmation invoice. This document also acts as your insurance 
cert ificate so that your booking reference number is also your insurance policy number.     
 

A special feature of the McCabe insurance is that there is no age limit. Please, however, note it  is a requirement that all insured 
persons must adhere to the Medical Health Requirements section on page 5 of the Policy wording document (which we will send 
you with your confirmation invoice).  If you answer yes to any of the questions asked within this section you must contact the 
HELPLINE  0845 250 5220.  This is a confidential service that will decide whether or not this insurance is appropriate for 
you.  If they decline to offer cover, or if you are unhappy with any aspect of the cover, you can return the policy within 14 days 
of issue and receive a full refund.  In cases of difficulty, we have specialist insurers we can introduce you to.    
 

McCabe Travel Ltd is an appointed representative of Preferential Insurance Services Ltd which is authorized and regulated by 
the Financial Services Authority (FSA) as are both Optimum Underwrit ing Ltd and Groupama Insurance Company Ltd.           
 

AITO Quality Statement  
McCabe Pilgrimages is a member of the Association of Independent Tour Operators. The Association represents Britain’s 
leading independent tour operators and encourages high standards of quality and service. McCabe abides by the Association’s 
Code of Conduct and adheres to the AITO Quality Charter which can be viewed on www.aito.co.uk. Visit the website to find 
out more about the Association or call 020 8744 9280.   

 

This pilgrimage is ATOL protected by the Civil Aviation Authority.  The McCabe ATOL number is 2920. 

McCabe Pilgrimages 
11 Hillgate Place Balham Hill  London  SW12 9ER 

Telephone 020 8675 6828 Fax 020 8673 1204   
Email alistair@mccabe-travel.co.uk 

www.mccabe-travel.co.uk 

Piazza Grande, Gubbio 


