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   Alistair McCabe meets Frederick and Andreas, who will share the role of Jesus 

The elders of the village of Oberammergau met on the evening of Friday 17 April and, 

during a four hour closed meeting, elected the cast.  1,834 adult villagers and 638 

children put their names forward to be part of the play.  To take part, you must either 

have been born in the village or have lived there for twenty years.   Everyone eligible was 

given a role.   
 

Some villagers specifically asked to be Roman soldiers as they are the only participants 

allowed to cut their hair!   For the others, a ban on haircutting has already been in place 

since Ash Wednesday as no wigs or false beards are used in the performances.   
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On Saturday 18 April, there is great 

excitement in the village as the selected 

actors will be announced.  There are 

twenty one principal roles and two actors 

are chosen for each.  A procession makes 

its way to the theatre, where, on stage, a 

choir and orchestra are already seated and 

a Bavarian television crew prepares to 

broadcast live the renewal of the vow of 

the people of Oberammergau to present 

every ten years a re-enactment of the last 

days of the life of Christ. 
 

The vow was first made in 1633 when the 

village was spared from the plague.  The 

first passion play was performed in 1634 

and 2010 will be the 41st time the villagers 

have fulfilled their vow.    

 

Who will play Jesus?   
Martin Norz made the part his own in 

1990 and also 2000.  Many think he will 

play Jesus again.  What goes on in 

Martin’s mind as he awaits the 

announcement?  Martin was 25 years old 

when he first accepted the role, perhaps, 

now 44, he is too old.  There is intense 

rivalry in the village among the many 

amateur dramatic societies.  The previous 

evening, the leaders of these had argued 

the case for their favourite protégés.  

Discussion had been heated as the director 

presented his choices for each role.   

 

The service ends and crowds gather 

outside as slowly and dramatically the 

names of the principal actors are 

chalked onto a large board. 

Frederick will play Jesus, but which 

Frederick? Slowly, his surname is spelt out 

… Mayet!   A cheer goes out as a stunned 

Frederick looks on.  The director has 

chosen new, young talent!  Frederick was 

asked to express his initial feelings.  He 

had very little to say.  We are reminded in 

a big way that all of the actors are ordinary 

villagers.  Frederick was a teenager in 

2000, when he played the disciple John.   
 

Next year, he will share the role of Jesus 

with Andreas Richter, who in 2000 played 

the part of the priest, Archelaus.  Andreas 

will be 33 years old when he takes on the 

role, the same age as Jesus was when he 

entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  We 

are reminded that Jesus and his disciples 

were young men.     
 

Each actor will be given the freedom to 

interpret the part in their own way.  By the 

time of the first performance on 15 May 

2010 both young men will have grown in 

to their role and will take their place in a 

distinguished line of Oberammergau 

Jesus’s of the past. 
 

What of Martin Norz?  This time, he will 

portray Judas, sharing the part with 

Carsten Luck, who played Judas in 2000. 

Selecting the Cast 

 

Oberammergau orchestra and choir     



 
Famous Families 
Certain families in the village form the 

core of a great passion play tradition and 

Anton Preisinger is an example of this.  

Now 40 years old, this will be his fifth 

Passion Play season.  Family members 

have participated in the play since 1900.  

Anton’s grandfather played Jesus in 1950 

and 1960 and produced the play in 1970.  

In 1990 Anton played Archelaus and in 

2000 took on the major role of Judas.   

What role will he have next year? 

The answer is Caiaphas.  Surprisingly, we 

find out that this is the largest speaking 

role in the performance.  Two Antons will 

share the role, the other being Anton 

Burkhart who played Jesus in 2000. 
 

Two ladie s produced wondrous 

performances, both playing Mary and 

also Mary Magdalene in the previous 

two passion play seasons. 
 

Next year, Ursula Burkhart and Andrea 

Hecht, now both approaching 50 years of 

age will share the role of Mary.   Two very 

excited young ladies, Barbara Dobner and 

Eva Reiser, both in their early twenties, 

will take on their first principal role and 

share the part of Mary Magdalene. 
 

There is no A and B cast.  Lots are drawn 

to see who will play in the prestigious 

premier performance.  One will play in the 

first performance, the other will play in the 

highly emotional last performance. 

 

 

There are an additional 120 larger and 

smaller speaking parts in the play.   
 

Altogether, more than 2,400 villagers will 

take part. The oldest expected participant 

was born in 1916 and participated in the 

1922 performance.  Next year, God 

willing, will be his 11th Passion Play 

season!   The play is a powerful 

motivating life force.  Many more people 

die in the years following a play, than 

immediately preceding.    It is not unusual 

for mothers to bring babes in arms on to 

stage with them so that they can later boast 

their participation only a few days or 

weeks old! 
 

During the summer of 2009 the villagers 

“will get in the mood” for next year! 
 

The village is presenting a musical play 

about the history of the village. Called 

“The Plague” the first of several 

performances will take place in the 

Passion Play theatre on 3 July.   The 

intention is to use this series of 

performances to try out some new ideas 

which may be incorporated into next 

year’s main event.  Rehearsals begin in 

earnest in the autumn and will continue 

daily through the winter months, when the 

village will be enveloped in snow!    
 

Next year, the Oberammergau Passion 

Play season will commence on Saturday 

15 May, ending 102 performances later 

on Sunday 3 October 2010. 

Alistair congratulates Anton Preisinger 

Frederick, Andrea, Ursula & Andreas 



The Directors  

 

Christian Stuckl has the task of bringing all 
of the parts together.  The son of a local inn-

keeper, Christian has enormous energy and 

an international reputation. Christian is 

producer for the third time having produced 

the 1990 Passion Play when he was still in 

his twenties.  He describes his biggest 

challenge in those early years as trying to 

direct both his father and grandfather, 

principal actors with vast experience!  Next 

year, Christian plans to extend the mass 

participation scenes, recognising that it is 

these which make the Oberammergau 

experience unique. 
 

 

 

 

Otto Huber has assisted Christian as deputy 
director since 1990 and has worked tirelessly 

on the minutiae of the text with the aim of 

removing elements seen as anti-Semitic.  As 

Narrator, Otto opens each performance 

standing centre stage dramatically flanked by 

the full choir.   
 

One third of the performance is music and 

this presents a particular challenge to the 

village as the soloists also have to fulfil the 

residential requirement in order to participate. 
 

Markus Zwink has been Head of Music in 
Oberammergau since 1984 and has 

developed a network of choirs and orchestras 

all of which feed in to a great pool of talent 

for the Passion Play season.   The music is 

truly inspirational with a one hundred strong 

choir supported in the Palm Sunday scene 

with hundreds more children all singing 

Hosanna, coming together to provide an 

unforgettable experience. 
 

Full details of the cast can be found on the McCabe 

website and a short film from the service of 

dedication called “the children of Oberammergau” 

can be viewed on www.youtube.com     

 

McCabe Oberammergau project 
Donations from travellers to the Passion Play will help us 

complete our biggest ever project.  £300,000 is still required to 

complete the new Lazarus Home for Girls in Bethany.  McCabe 

Pilgrimages are adding a voluntary donation of £15 to every 

traveller’s invoice and have made a commitment to match 

every donation made with £15 from the company.  Together we 

will help make this new home a reality for the girls in Bethany. 

 

 
A special Thank You to McCabe pilgrims who helped us raise £23,007 during April. contributing to a total of £79,389 
so far this year!  With your help, we will continue helping those in need we encounter on our travels. 
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  Christian Stuckl leads the procession  


